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COLLEGE BOUND STUDENT ATHLETE GUIDELINES 

 
Student-Athletes who plan on participating in intercollegiate athletics should be aware that there 
are academic and curriculum criteria that must be met before you can participate in college 
athletics. If a student athlete wants to participate in collegiate athletics at the NCAA Division I or 
II level, they must make sure they qualify academically so they can participate athletically. 
 
Students should strive to excel in both the classroom and in athletics. Criteria for participation in 
college athletics begin with the ninth grade year of high school. It is never too early for student-
athletes to start planning for college. The NCAA defines a prospective student-athlete as a 
student who has started 9th grade. Athletes should see the guidance counselor for necessary 
information. 
 
 
NCAA Eligibility Center 
Many college athletic programs are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), an organization founded in 1906 that has established rules on eligibility, recruiting, and 
financial aid. The NCAA has three membership divisions - Division I, Division II, and Division 
III. Institutions are members of one or another division according to the size and scope of their 
athletic programs and whether they provide athletic scholarships. 
 
You will not be eligible to play college sports or get an athletic scholarship from an NCAA 
school without registering and being cleared by the NCAA Eligibility Center. 
 
You do not need to have all of your documents ready before you register with the NCAA. Before 
your high school sends an official copy of your transcripts to the NCAA, you need to have an 
account set up. If your high school or the SAT testing agency were to send your documents to 
the NCAA and you didn’t have an account the NCAA would disregard the documents and you 
would need to resend them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



How to register with the NCAA Eligibility Center 
 

1. Create an account on the website *Parents you can create an account for your child 
 

2. Pay $70 dollars ($120 for international students) *fee waivers are available to student 
athletes and you can talk to your high school counselor about how to do this once you 
have created an account. 
 

3. Have your high school counselors send official copies of your transcripts 
 

4. Have the appropriate testing agency send official copies of your SAT or ACT test scores 
 

5. Complete the amateurism questionnaire online 
 

6. When you graduate high school you need to request final certification and have you high 
school send your final transcripts and proof of graduation 
 

7. The Eligibility Center used to be called the NCAA Clearinghouse 
 
Academic Requirements 
 
To play sports in NCAA Division I or II, a student must meet specific standards. They must 
graduate from high school and make at least a 2.0 grade point average (based on a 4.000 scale) in 
16 core academic courses. Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching your core-
course GPA on the Division I sliding scale. Recruited athletes should ask university officials 
about their policy on renewal and conditions of athletic scholarships. 
 
 
NAIA Recruiting  
The NAIA consists of 300 schools and 13 sports. The NAIA is a smaller association than the 
NCAA, with just over 60,000 students. It includes two divisions (Division I and II) and Division 
I in the NAIA is comparable to Division II in the NCAA. Over 90% of schools in the NAIA offer 
scholarships, and NAIA athletes receive an average of $7,000 of financial aid. However, it is 
impossible to say how many athletes receive scholarships because the NAIA does not have a 
central database like the NCAA 
 
Each year, NAIA colleges and universities award $450 million to 60,000 student-athletes. With 
that aid comes a great education, a personal touch, and a shot at one of 23 NAIA national 
championships. Every student must be registered with the NAIA Eligibility Center in order to be 
eligible with the NAIA. 



 
If you are an athlete who has shown interest in playing at the NCAA level, then you will find the 
NAIA Clearinghouse to be very similar to the NCAA Clearinghouse. The NAIA requires athletes 
to submit transcripts and test scores to their eligibility center and maintain similar academic 
requirements. To be deemed eligible for participation in NAIA sports, an athlete must achieve a 
minimum score of 860 on the SAT, a minimum of 18 on the ACT, finish in the top half of his 
graduating class, and maintain a GPA of 2.00. By satisfying any two of these requirements, an 
athlete will be deemed eligible to play in the NAIA. 
 
 
Informational Links: 
 
Guide for College-Bound Student-Athlete  
http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA17.pdf 
 
NCAA – National Collegiate Athletic Association 
http://www.ncaa.org/static/2point3/ 

http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA17.pdf
http://www.ncaa.org/static/2point3/

